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ITEMS OF INTEREST.
I'i'i'Hitiinl mill l.ltirnry.

Vice-Preside- nt Ferry used to make
slllllglc.S.

-- S.huvlor Colfax lius a lecture on
"Abraham Lincoln," which lie will do- -

liver this season.
- Mi.s Anna Dickinson makes her
... . ... .I I I ..1 .1 I'!. I. Ioiamaili' ueom ii l iiiu ruin jvumiiii;

Theater, New York, after the holidays.
George II. Pendleton, of Ohio, with

his family, lias en no to Florida, whore
I hey will pass tho greater pari of tho
a inter.

Mr. MoPhorson, iato Clerk of tho
House of Representatives, who retires
after 12 voar.s' service, is now engaged
on a life of Thaddens Stevens.

Tho American Lecture Ptiroau has
hired Miss Draddon, tho English sensa-
tional novelist, todo some reading in
t Iiis country. She will arrive in Jan-
uary.

I'M ward C. Marshall, tho onlv liv- -
. .

"t K m .111ing eiuiii ot i niot-.- j ustieo Ainrsnnii, oi
the I nited States Supremo Court, is a
clerk in tho Interior .Department in
Washington.

--The author of that favorite Sunday- -
.school hymn, "I want to bo an ungel,"
is now living in Newark. Sho is Miss
Kimberly, a music-touche- r. Doth the
words and tho music am hers.

Postmaster-Gonora- l .lowoll was oneo
i telegraph operator in Akron, Ohio,
tint Mipenntonilent ot tno liniiway
1'ictal Service llangs learned the printi-
ng business in the Jkacon ollico in the
Mime place.

--- In connection with the appointment
f .Mr. Kvartrt to bo Centennial orator,

it lias been noticed that he is a grand-
son of Roger Sherman, who was a mem-
ber of the Committee of the Continent-
al Congress which prepared the Draft
of the Declaration of Independence.

Science nml liiiluttry.- Foucault estimated the velocity of
:ight at l.s.1,157 miles a second. Prof.
Cornu, basing his ustiimito on the data
given by a new instrument invented by
him, fixes it at l.S,CfiU miles a second.
Fieau'x experiments gave a velocity of
PJ 1,212 miles, ami in our text-boo- ks tho
round figure 190,000 milos is eominonly
.riven.

Tlu-t- will m an important special
exhibition made by Ute. Tinted States
tiovcrninerit at the Philadelphia Cen-
tennial. It i being prepared under the
uper f a board of officers repre-viitin- g

t'.e several executive
A line buildi-

ng, nivi'i ing four and "a half acres, is
uroviih'd fr the purpose, spaco in
which wi!! be occupied by the War,
N.ny, Treasury, Interior, Post-ollic- e,

tml Agricultural departments, and the
Nnith'oni.in Institution.

A further step in the progress of
'.lie international exchange of animals
ki- - ju.t been made in the transmission
! New Zealand, by Mr. Prank Puok-.ni- d,

of two mMs of English humble-Ti- n'

common English clover,
Ii, h liai Wen introduced into New

- il.iüd :i'id Australia, has not pro-li- i.

i il in proper iitiautitv, due. as
''MiKii 4, to the fact that, as bees
iitr:ii a lnriro portion of tho labor of

! ! tlllZ.lttoll ot ich plants, the pro-- 1

" i ot tnc ronmioii bee is not long
noiijfii to reach down to the pollen of
!n't ..er tloivcr, which the humble- -

! enabled to do.
l.uiM'cd oil, It U averted, is now

frcpH'iitly adulterated, by foreign man-it- i'

tu: "l- -, with cod-live- r oil. To le-- '.

t t hi treat immt, ten parts by weight
"l tin- oil may be mixed with three parts

ni-igh- t of commercial nitric acid in
i gi cylinder, ami well mixed by
in i in' with a glass rod, when it is to

I'-- undisturbed until the oil and
hi i'icirate. it con liver oil is tires
it. the h.vcr of oil will have a dark

'own or libi.'k-- mihI the acid will
'" oi.niirc je'low or yellowish brown.
I'm:.- oil treated in this wav U at first a
.!,! L'i'ecn. then a Alf t yellowish

l.und the acid takes on a brighter1
"ilu color. I

The . tried and extending uo r

11 i pulp, at tho present time, is illtis- -

''I in the inautitiu'tiire of uc h arti- -

water pails, which are being
ii id. in large ipiantities of that muten- -

. 'I'ldarc found to answer an excellent
i t, ti. ordinary way of mak-pai-

the .eparate parts "or staves
'' " 'it, one at a time, from the log of

I, and, in this process, all the chips
''d smaller pieces are wholly wasted
l 0 is, so far as the real object of the
'Miiiifaeturing operation is concerned.

producing a paper pail, however,
fibrous material is of course wholly

f .1 1 ... i e . I . . . , . i. f ."ii'n, ami, ii ine original siock is
""d as in part it may be then the
i'ge proportion that would be wasted
11 bin, and dclyis is entirely saved.

nirt'iKM IV!. :

A Loudon seamstress lived for two
'

' ill's oa two shillings (English) u
'

o.-k- . She never complained for fear
1 th. workhouse. At last she was ;

' "nid dead in her room, having perish
'' for want of warmth and suillclent

A memorial in the form of an obc- -
'k of Peterhead granite, 21 feet high,- "ecu raised over tue remains ot
in Ii Kaunocli. of Dmrahl Iluchauiin. i

I I..... i ..r - ...." ii'- lui'i in moii ic mm; i u ir line
sI""tking people.
The subject announced for tho

l"1" poem at Cambridge is "Th- - (Vn-- i

f Ameri m. Indi ni mh ti' c "

Cambridge is the Alma Mater of Lord
North, and, as the New York Post re-

marks, the giving out of such a poem
for such an occasion Is enough to mako
the old Premier roll over in his grave
and groan.

Col. S. II. I.oekett, late of Mont-

gomery, Ala., but now Mining with the
Kgypthm army, writes that all tho Posi-
tion for which foreign ollleei'H were
wanted are tilled. The number of
Americans then' engaged is twenty,
and they are partly employed in the bu-

reaux at headquarter, in Cairo, ami
partly in explorations in the interior.

Uordeaux, France, is to bo lighted
with gas made from cork. Fragments,
mostly waste, ieft after cutting bottle-stopper- s,

arc distilled in a close retort.
Tho Hämo from this gas is claimed to
bo whiter and more brilliant than coal
gas and also cheaper, while tho blue
.one is much smaller and the intensity

considerably greater.
A now pneumatic street car was

lately tried in Fngland witlt successful
results. Experiments were made to
test tho powers of the machine for slow-
ing, stopping to take up passengers,
etc., anil it appeared to bo under tho
most perfect control. The noise was
scarcely perceptible, while horses along-
side did not seem to recognize tho car
as any thing unsightly or to be feared.

The fortune loft by the Duke of Mo-dei-

amounts to over thirty millions of
dollars. It will be divided between
three persons.- - His eldost sister, the
Countess do Chambord; his younger
sister, the Duchos Maria iWtnco,
widow of the Infante DoiitJuando Uotir-bo- n

and the mother of Don Carlos; and,
finally, his niece, the daughter of his
deceased brother Ferdinand, whoso
death occurred in 1810.

Victor Emmanuel is said to bo very
fond of a little grandson of
his who calls him " tlte great big grand-
father" and delights in repeating, in
imitation of the King, the words which
that dignitary addressed tothe first Par-
liament which assembled in Home:
'Senators and Deputies, the work to

which wo have devoted our time is fin-

ished. Yo havoYome to Koine and wo
will remain here."

Nclmnl nml Church.
Messrs. Whittle and Uliss, theovan-gelist-- s,

are holding meetings in tho
Opera House, Milwaukee. They have
largo audiences.

Tho Presbytery of .Japan, connected
with the Presbyterian Foreign Mission,
has licensed two native young men as
preachers.

After an absence of V. .years in
India, the Kcv. .1. W. Sendder, M. I).,
with his family, has returned to Ameri-
ca to recruit his health.

The Iowa Agricultural College is in
an excellent condition lliinneinlry, the
rentals from the college lands more
than meeting tho current expenses. A
new laboratory building Im been fin-

ished recently, without exhausting the
sum appropriated by the Legislature for
the purpose.

The census of 1870 showed that the
value of church property in the 1'nited
States was then as follows.
MothortUtH ..jiai.sni.tJt Conj?ri'R,lf(tB$.JS..H
Kliman Cnth'K ao,!Ki, vsi Kef. Church. . lii.MI.ITo
rnMiytnrlnn(i ' .t.'.'iw.iM UiUirmn . . . 1 1 .17,747
liniititn n.tm-.li- H .Mifccllnncous33,(ioo,OiTO
i:i!frnKtlMii!8',.MI,.M8

The Society of the Hague for "The
Defense of the Christian lleligion,"
h: ,tIerod a prize of loo Jlorin.- - (about

,"' for the host essays on these throe
WV " 1 ,K; '"tion of Darwinism

lV 1!digiou and Morality I ho he--

cic.MiiMieai wogum oi wie ran, aim
"The Relation "between Popular llcliefs
and the Treatment of the Dead."

Ah For, a Chinaman, who labors
under the supervision of UNhop Whit-tnke- r,

of the Prote-taii- L Episcopal
Church, has built two chapels, one at
Virginia City, and one at Carson, for
the use of ids countrymen, rnfortu-- 1

natoly the 'one in Virginia City was
burned in tho late lire. Ah For has the
confidence of the Chinese in Nevada,
and is said to be a very competent
l'mcncr aim icacner.

It is mentioned by thc ('onqrcmi'
lionnlixl as a rather remarkable coinci-
dence, that while the Kcv. Dr. Harris,
from New Orleans, who was a Coufed- -

1'rato soldier, lias been called tothepul
pit of St. James Protestant Episcopal
Church, Chicago, in the vestibule of
which there stands a monument to
I'nion soldiers, tlie Kcv. Dr. Thompson,
formerly of the same church in Chica-
go, who was one of the most outspoken
I'liiou men among the Protestant Epis-

copal clergy during the rebellion, has
become the' pastor of Trinity Church, in
New Orleans. Those facts are also im-

portant as indicating that tho "bloody
chasm" is fat tilling up.

Uli .Mllltll4.
Mrs. Mary Hurt., living near Torre

Haute, I ml., was burned to death, her
clothes catching front a stove.

The daughter of Henry
Edson, of liOgansport, Ind., was burned
to death by her clothing taking lire from
a .stove.

A little son of Win. Day,
of Ashton, Mich., foil into a tub of holl
ing water and died in a few hours from
his injuries.

--dames Hondrv, one of the oldest
citizens of the town of Lamartine, near
Fond du Lac, Wis., fell downstair ami
received injuries from which he died.

A young man named Hurgcss
(iarner. about 20 vears of aire, while
hunting near Liberty, Ind., aceitlontaiiy
shot himself, almost instmt
death.

Frederick II. Tyler, aged 22, son of
IL D. S.Tyler, of Detroit, was accident-
ally killed by the dlschmgc of his gun
uhili hunting tieir 0g", N

At Walton, Ky., Mrs. Harmon, 70
years of ago, was Instantly killed by tho
careless handling of a pistol in the hands
of her grandson, Columbus Hlglitower.
Tho bullet passed through the old lady's
head.

Tom Haldwin, a farmer living near
.North Vernon, Ind., while under the in-- :
lluoneo of twisted tangle-foo- t, fell into
a boiler of hot water head first and was
terribly scalded, all the skin ami hair
coming oil" his head and face down to
his shoulders. He was a terrible look- -
ing sight, but strango to say, hopes are
ontertained of his complete recovery, j

dolm Diter, a prominent farmer,
living about eight miles southeast of
Jacksonville, 111., aeeidently shot him-- ,
self with a revolver on the 1ith, and
died the same night. lie had been help-
ing at a hog-killin- g, and, after it was
through, amused himself, with others,
shooting at a mark. In carelessly han-
dling the revolver it was discharged,
and took effect in Iiis forehead. Ho fell
unconscious, and remained so till his
death. Ho was wealthy and much re-

spected.
Stephen .J. Gillespie, a prominent

citizen of Dayton, Ohio, was shot under
peculiar circumstances. He and several
gentlemen wore conversing in a saloon,
when Mr. Koss, an old friend of Gilles-
pie, picked up an old pistol that had
been lying around for live years, and
was supposed empty, and playfully
pointing it at Gillespie's head, milled tho
trigger; an explosion followed anil Gil-

lespie fell to the lloor with a frightful
wound in the head. Tho wound was
suppo-e- d to be fatal.

Some recent suicides: At Crbana,
Ohio, Harry Sargent, of tho linn of
Madden & Sargent, shot himself in tho
head with a revolver, in a temporary
tit of insanity. Deceased has been in
poor health about a year. He was a
prominent young man, about :i0, and
liked by every one. George Williams,
of Iona, Wis., supposed to havo escaped
recently from the Crawfordsvillo Jail,
shot an'd killed himself in the barn of
Ed. Marshall, about 2 miles west of
Kockville, I nil. He had on his person
three watches and .fGoo in money. No
motive for the deed is known. Adolph ,

I

I.ouIh

anil

one,

U. Mem, recently editor ot placed a ox against door make
Ind., shot in Chi- - more on account of

He had been discharged ' eioncy of tho chain, and then lay down
account of intemperate habits. August j to a nap before the end
Duden, Admin, Mich., aged run. He immediately fell into a
killed witli strychnine. Cause, j doze nappine until
unrcuuitcd love. Charles Hock, a Get
man butcher from Taylorsville, Ohio,
went to Memphis in search of employ-
ment; and not finding it, shot liimseff.

Jacob Yuber, a Hohcmian, aged about
10 years, who was arrested at Undue,
Wis., on a charge of drunkenness and
cruelty to his family, nnd sentenced to
thirty"days in jail, hanged himself in
Iiis coll.

OiliN nml ICniti.
From Detroit Frco I'rofS.J

"The World's Great Combination
of Theatrical Talent" tho nanio a
Western troupe composed of a laino
man, a fat woman and a pale-face- d boy.

The Courier-Jnurn- nl paragraphor
writes with his left hand. opening
n sinoke-hous- e door in the night is
well to push n stick in first and see if
there is a trap.

The lato Mr. Astor didn't believe
in good clothes, and ho was worth $lft-000,00- 0.

Those of us worth only a mil-lie- ;;

or so have a good excuse now for
wearing last year's over-coa- t.

Train of Florida railrond- A cars on n
passed a man on horseback, and there
was great hurrahing among the passen-- 1

gers until they discovered that the mule
i

was tied to the fence.
-- When you come to Detroit you can

easily pik" out the solid business
and "the most enterprising citizens.
You will see them loading little dogs
around to show oil' little blankets.

-- Dubuquors are ouily satisfied. A
stranger lias hung up three or four tea- - '

store" l.romos there added n plaster of
Paris bust of Grant, ami " The Dubuque '

Art Association" is in full blast.
As an evidence of hard times

may be mentioned that n young man in
this State wrote to every bank in De-

troit oll'ering to " lie your kasheer for
$20 per month and board." ami no bank
could give him a place.

A Detroiter got home at midnight
the other night with a black eye and a
boozy step, and as his wife met hint at
the liead of the stairs site exclaimed:
"Why,- - you've been lighting!"
"Ves'm," lie replied as he lean-
ed on the rail. "And some one has
blackened one of your eyes!" she con-
tinued as the tears came. " Don't cry,
.hurling," lie said in a coaxing voice as
he put Iiis hand on her head ; " 'Ii
hadn't had a chance to run he'd have
blacked boil'of 'cm!"

An Interesting Watch.

watch on exhibition in the window
of (Jill & Hayes is otic of the most in-

teresting of Centennial curiosities
yet brought lo light. It was formerly
the property Augustine Washington,

man who embraced his son because
he wouldn't tell a lie, and it now be-

longs to Harry A. Arnold. His grand-
father, living at West Stockbridge,
manufactured boots and shoe?, and was
accustomed, about once a year, to take
a trip to Virginia, with a team, to dis-

pose of his product Hon and other bar-

ter, and this watch came to him in part
payment for a horse. It an open-face- d

watch, without a crystal, the out-

er cilsc being wood and silver, with a
little slide the keyhole. There is
nothing to indicate wlleii or where
watch was made, it is certainly

enough to have the history
attributed to it ioi '-- (J.J
lb U ' '"i

HOLD KOitllKUY.

During J'.iploit .MuaUnl .Urn on ihr
.Viulli .MU.nui Itontl An Kiirr Cur
Knlrrril tint Ihr .Iraarit K-- r Ovrrpow-rrr- il

From $7,000 In IO,no Sup.
iiiril liuvr lirrn I'urrlril Olf lldiitl

of Ilm Airulr.
(From tWo at. Ic.ubllcnn, Dec. If.
Hetween the hours of h C o'clock

yesterday morning the car of the I'. S.
Express Company attached tothe night
express of this North Missouri Hailroad,
bound oast, was entered by two masked
train-robber- s, who overpowered
messenger and carried oil money and
valuables, variously estimated to be
worth from $7,U0U to $10,000. The
robbery is supposed to have occurred
between Ferguson and Jennings Sta-
tions, but it is not certainly known.
The story of tho robbery, according to
tiie best information obtainable, runs
about as follows:

TIIK KXI'KUSS CAK
is an ordinary having a door at
each oml secured by a self-fastoni-

lock and by a chain which is fastened
loosely on the inside, so that the door

tlie-uucic- r, tno to
at Seymour, himself it secure, the inolli-cinna- ti.

on
take reaching

of :J:t, of the
himself and continued the

tho
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is

of
over

the
but

-- .)

of

lo

the

can bo opened a few inches, but is still
secure. The object of this is that the
messenger, wnen any one knocks for
admission, may be able to see who is
there before leaving tho door unsecured.
On taking charge of the car at Kansas
City tho messenger, Chas. Kincaid, no-

ticed that tho chain on tiie rear door
had been rendered useless, a staple into
which it fastened having been drawn
out, probably by design. The express
ear was immediately "behind tho tender
to the engine and in front of the bagga-

ge-car. Tho messenger had in his
care a largo expressman's trunk con-
taining packages, and a safe contain-
ing valuables. In the safe was a largo
amount of money about $7,000 and
other valuables that may bo worth $:,-00- 0

more. Among the money packages
was one of $ö,000.

After reaching Mexico the express
messenger has no work to do, as the
train makes no stops at snlall stations,
and, being a night train, had little ex-

cept through express matter. As soon
therefore as the train pulled out of
Mexico........ tho messenger prepared to take
.1. .1. .!!.. II.. - 1.tue re.si ui me uip uasn . lie says ne

train reached St. Charles, whore ho got
up and put some wood in tho stove.
This done, he lay down again and wont
to sleep. How long he slept he does
not know. It coulil not have been long,
as St. Charles is not far distant. His,
awakening, however, was by no means
a pleasant one. He says he neither no-

ticed nor heard any tiling unusual until
he felt a heavy hand on his col-

lar. He opened his eyes and was
somewhat bewildered to see two men
standingover liiin. One of the men had

a nr.voi.vKu in bach iianp,
both looking the messenger squaro in
the eyes. 'I he other man had a revolv-
er in "one hand while with the other he
held Kincaid by the coat collar. Xoither
spoke, but a sturdy pull at the collar
made the messenger stand up. Hoth
men wore maksof black cloth and both
wore short heavy top coats, buttoned
tightly up to the chin. Convinced that
it would be porfoctly useless to resist,
tho messenger remained perfectly pas-
sive in tiie hands of ids captors. "They
kept briskly at work, evidently having
no intention of losing any time. One of
tho men still held him" by the collar,
while the other went through his pock- -

eta and secured possession of Ins keys
Having obtained the keys, the rob-
ber immediately unlocked and
opened the large messenger's trunk
which contained part of the packages in
Kineuid's care. These he quickly emp-
tied out on the car lloor, ami Kincnid,
who was staudiii": by watching the
whole proceeding, .suddenly found hini- -

flf rkf nJ!"ml ,!lfti,Ust " " i ,nto t,,0f
,n.,Vk' ,0U.ho ,W,LS T 1 "

l'"1.,1 .ej?ackap "'to the
trunk "for a pillow," savs, af--

tor which the cover was shut down and
carefully secured by th.- - strong straps
with which it is bound.

Till. IMIMIISONKII MBSSkSOKIt
was thus at liberty to take things easy
again and continue his nap if he chose,
though it is hardly necessary to say that
he didn't choose." Of the 'subsequent
movement- - of the robbers of course
Kincaid knows nothing beyond what is
indicated by the traces they left behind.

When the train arrived sit the Hiddle
Street Depot, it was of course noticed
that Kincaid did not appear as usual.
The ear was locked, and no answer
could be obtained from any one inside.
Finally a key was procured, and on en-

tering the car the employees of the com-
pany found every thing'in nearly good
order except that the contents of tho
package-ches- t were scattered on the
lloor. A few faint cries from the interior
of the bigtrunk called them to more ful-

ly appreciate thosituation, and then they
saw t bat the car had indeed been robbed.
They opened the chest and released Kin-

caid frwni his confinement. He was pret-
ty well smothered, but soon came
around all right. He had been very
carefully handled, and didn't show a
scratch of any kind. Tho robbers had
carried oil' the keys with them, but the
safe was taken immediately to the ollico
of the company whore it was opened
and found to have been plundered of all
its valuables. The express company
are not very free to tell exactly what is
missing from the safe, but it is reported
to have contained as high as $12,000.
Of course, the detectives uro at work on
tho jolt, but they don't seem especially
conlnleiit of catchinir the thieves.

The liondoii : 'inn m r likens Hi ci
11 ule to Defoe.

lit .Suspenso.

"Von arc about to witness Monsieur
G.'s ascension," said n gentleman to me,
as I entered tho inclosure devoted to
the aeronautic display. Ho was an en-ti- ro

stranger to me; but not boing su-
perstitious in matters of etiquette, as
we might suppose "a gentleman of dis-
tinction" to be, I did not object to this
bnisque mode of introduction, and so
civilly answered "Yes."

"Hut 1 shall go further to scq it than
you will," continued the gentleman; "I
intend to acend with Monsieur G."

"Von may go further and fare worse,"
said I.

"You nro pleased to be witty," said
he; "but I intend to make some exam-
ination of those upper regions for m-yselfto ascertain whether tho stars ce
lestial are on duty during the day, or
whother theirs is as much a sinecure as
the ollico of our stars' terrestrial.
Would you like to ascend witli us?"

"No, thank you kindly," said I ; "in
getting into the clouds ono might lose
one's self the way is likely to be mist!
Every ono to his taste ; the earth has
such charms for mo that I would not
change a spadeful of it for cubic miles
of the bluo empyrean."

Vain declaration! How little did I
imagine tho horrors that awaited me I

How little did I foresee my dreadful
fate in hanging hoiween the heavens
and tho earth, a spectacle to laughing
men, giggling women, and insensate,
hooting boys.

Wo entered the inclosure. There was
tho vast silken bubble, pulling out its
hollow cheeks like the face of a fat
clown when laughing, and rising and
tugging away at the ropes as if impa-
tient to leave our society.

"You will not accompany me?" said
my friend ; to which I replied in the
negative.

"Perhaps the gentleman will assist in
cutting tho ropes," said tho aeronaut,
in French, which, singularly enough, I
understood at that moment, though I
never before or since ventured to exhib-
it my knowledge.

"Certainly, "said I, "with pleasure,"
"Thank you," said tho aeronaut;

"please take your station."
He and my friend entered the car. I

grasped one of the ropes and awaited
the order. In a moment it came.

"Cut!" said tho voice.
"No, hold on," said another.
I was bewildered, and did both.

When the others cut I did the same, and
with the direction to hold on 1 grasped
the end of the rope still near me and
" hold on." In a moment more 1 wis
50 feet from tho ground.

Imagine my suspctisc .' There was I,
like a freshly caught fish, dangling at
the end of a line, with the balloon rep-
resenting tho iloat. I cried out to my
friend and the aeronaut, but in vain.
The spectators below, thinking I was
some aerial acrobat, who was about to
turn fifty double somersets and then
alight upon his feet before them, cheer-
ed sullieiently to drown my voice. Tho
parties in the car could not sec me.
lint, by the hat swung occasionally over
the side, I know they were nowing to
the crowd below. "Meanwhile I was
swinging like a pendulum boforo them,
with only ten lingers to sustain the
weight of one hundred and eighty
pounds (I am rather stout), and to pre-
serve me from being thinly spread over
the ground beneath, from"" larding the
lean earth" with my human form divine.
What an age of terror! The dome of
St. Paul's becanio a parasol; men be-

came nine-pin- s; nnd fine Gothic church-
es liegen to look like so many chicken
coops.

In the meantime my lingers stiffened,
but 1 clutched tho rope with the energy
of de-pa- ir. 1 had long ceased calling;
I had exhausted myself. Suddenly a
cold perspiration broke out upon me ; 1

knew my hour had come. My fingers
were slipping down the rope! Oh! those
agonizing moments! inch by inch L

approached my doom. First the loft
hand Inst its hold; and then, as I felt
the cud slipping by the little linger of
the right, I gave one brief prayer and
fell out of bed!

Doing, as I before observed, a corpu-
lent man, my fall had shaken the whole
house, and the alarmed inmates, aroused
from "sweet slumbers," were knocking
violently at the door, which had the ef-

fect of restoring me to consciousness,
when I discovered that my " terrific bal-
loon ascent" was nothing more than a
nightmare, superinduced, I am led to be-

lieve, by the festivities usual on Christ-
mas day, in which 1 may say l indulged
somewhat No! I will not betray my
friends ; but allow mo to tell you that
such a linner as they gave is not to bo
sneezed at. lioslon Times.

Discovery of the Kuiiis of an Ancient.
City.

The Cronstsult Messenger announces
that during the reconnotsanco recently
effected in the Steppes by the Kussian
troops of the Transcaspian section they
discovered the ruins of an ancient city,
the existence of which was hitherto un-

known. From what is reported the re-

mains prove that the place possessed a
large sedentary population. Sevorul
minarets of Arabic architecture were
found in a very good state of preserva-
tion, owing to their remarkably solid
construction. The inscriptions which
are found on many of those ruins were
copied by the ollieers of the expedition-
ary column, anil have been .submitted to
the examination of competent Oriental-
ists. The site of t lie unknown city boars
the train's of a vast system of irrigation,
and a plentiful su'pjdy of drinkable
water is tfliind there. A tradition
of the Turcomans Is to the effect that
this country was formerly cry fertile,
and was watered by a i anal from the
Diver Atzok.

i.


